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Theatre in the Square announced its 2010-11 upcoming season. This will be the 29th season that Theatre in the Square has offered high quality live theatre. 

"From the very beginning it was evident that there was a need for something like (Theatre in the Square), live theater," said Producing Director Palmer Wells. "People just took to (us) right away."

"The theater just caught on. The reception was just heart warming and wonderful," said Wells, who co-founded Theatre in the Square with the late Michael Horn. 

The theater produced its first plays in space formerly where the Depot Restaurant and now Cool Bean Coffee House is located. It was only three years before it outgrew the 85-seat capacity. The theater doubled its seating by moving to its present location.

Wells attributes part of the theater's success to their location on the Marietta Square. 

"I think the Square certainly has a lot to offer," Wells said. "(It's) just loaded with charm. It's such a picturesque setting. That's part of the appeal."

High-quality theater offered in a small intimate setting is the other part of the equation. It is "consistently ranked as one of Georgia's top professional theatres," according to their website, www.theatreinthesquare.com. Theatre in the Square draws 35 percent of its audience from outside Cobb County. 

"We offer a wide variety of theater with some of the best actors in the area," said Wells. 

Theatre in the Square's success is evident by the community support it receives: They recently raised $1.3 million in their capitol campaign, including in-kind donations, that financed the complete renovation of fa ade of the building, installation of electronic marquee, much needed expansion of the lobby along with backstage areas and offices. 

At the 225-seat MainStage or the 135-seat Alley Stage black box theater, Theatre in the Square produces award-winning theater consistently, garnering yearly Suzi Awards, metro Atlanta awards for excellence in professional theater. "We put a lot into our product. We do quality work," said Wells. 

Theatre in the Square opens its season with "Stealing Dixie," a commissioned piece by Phillip DeRoy, which is about The General and the great locomotive theft. 

"The whole thing started right here," Wells said, explaining that Andrew's Raiders spent the night in the Fletcher Building, in the same block as Theatre in the Square, the night before they stole The General at Big Shanty.

"We often adopt a local angle," said Wells. 

Visit Theatre in the Square, located at 11 Whitlock Ave., this season for a variety of the area's best live theater. "(We've) got a little bit of everything," Wells said. For more information, call (770) 422-8369 or visit www.theatreinthesquare.com. 

Thanks for reading!
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