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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Sanders Family is back for the summer 

with more music and comedy!

(MARIETTA, G.A.) Theatre in the Square proudly brings back the smash hit Sanders Family show, Mount Pleasant Homecoming, opening Thursday, July 10, 2008, 8 p.m. on the Mainstage. This third comedy about the Sanders, written by Alan Bailey and Connie Ray, follows the enormously popular Smoke On The Mountain and Sanders Family Christmas. Mount Pleasant Homecoming, directed by Karen Howell and Alan Kilpatrick with musical direction by Michael Monroe, is jam-packed with comedy and bluegrass gospel music. Performance times and ticket prices appear at the end of this news release. 
    In Mount Pleasant Homecoming, it's October, 1945, and the gospel-singing Sanders Family is back together again. The war is over and America's years of prosperity are just beginning. But there's another kind of rite of passage at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, where Reverend Mervin Oglethorpe (Alan Kilpatrick) is giving his last service. He's been called to preach in Texas, and he's already bought a ten-gallon hat and is preparing to ride into the sunset with his wife June (Jennifer Akin), who is eight months pregnant. Denise (Laura Floyd) and her husband join Mervin and June in starting the baby boom. Tomorrow morning, young Dennis Sanders (Travis Smith) takes over as Mount Pleasant's pastor. Join the Sanders Family including Vera (Karen Howell), Burl (J.P. Peterson), and Uncle Stanley (Scott DePoy) as they send Mervin and June off in style, with hilarious and touching stories and over twenty toe-tapping Bluegrass Gospel favorites.
   About to begin its 27th season, Theatre in the Square is a professional, not-for-profit organization founded by Producing Director Palmer Wells and the late Michael Horne. As the largest arts organization in Cobb County, the theater reaches 65,000 people a year via five Mainstage shows, an Alley Stage show, two holiday shows, a summer show, and two children’s shows (one for elementary-aged children and one, themed around Black History Month, for middle schoolers). It has 4300 season subscribers. The theatre is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors made up of civic leaders from around the metro Atlanta area.


With an annual budget of over $1.8 million, the theatre draws the majority of its funding from ticket sales, with support from foundations, corporations, city and state government, and individual gifts. The theater has a full-time staff of more than a dozen, and hires more than 140 artists (actors, directors, designers) annually. The theatre company has been based in historic Marietta Square since 1982.

Theatre in the Square has broad-based community support from the metro Atlanta region as well as Cobb County. More than 4,000 subscribers have a year-round commitment to the theater, and each play sells a healthy number of single tickets as well. Mainstage shows offer a Wednesday matinee option, which is usually filled with groups from local senior organizations as well as individual ticket buyers. At least one play a year features extensive daytime matinees for student groups. The theatre regularly receives accolades for the calibre of its work. In 2006 alone, Theatre in the Square was named Best Theatre by Creative Loafing and co-founder Palmer Wells received the Georgia Arts & Entertainment Legacy Award. In the spring of this year, Palmer was named Lexus Leader of the Arts. In 2007, the theatre’s plays received eight of the 20 Suzi Bass awards given, the most awards for any metro area theatre.
Theatre in the Square is a member of Theatre Communications Group, the Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts, the Cobb County Chamber of Commerce, United Arts of Cobb (a coalition of Cobb County arts organizations), and Cobb County Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Performances and ticket prices: Wed. matinees  2:30 pm - $20.
                                                        Tues. & Thurs. 8 pm - $25

                                                        Fri. 8 pm - $30

                                                        Sat. and Sun. matinees 2:30 pm - $30

                                                        Sat. 8 pm - $35
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